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Each member of the family should understand just the part he is expected to 

act in union with the others. All, from the child six years old and upward, 

should understand that it is required of them to bear their share of life's 

burdens. Adventist Home p180 

INTRODUCTION 

Mr. Chairman on behalf of all those who 

worked with me in the Family Life 

Department for the years 2017 -2021, I deem 

it an honour to present this collective report 

to the Constituency of the East Caribbean 

Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. The 

last quadrennium was exciting, challenging, 

innovative and yet spiritually rewarding.   

The Mantra, “Embracing Transformation, 

Through Growth and Partnership”; though 

progressing well, was interrupted by the 

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19), an infectious disease caused by the SARS-

CoV-2 virus. The Church in general was forced to switch to the virtual Zoom 

platform, for religious services, training programs and educational events.  

As a result, the Family Life Department was innovative in their efforts to 

celebrate one hundred years of Family Ministry in collaboration with the World 

Church.  We were overwhelmed due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, however, the 

Family Life Department transitioned quickly and found new and creative ways 
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to reach families during the beginning of this challenging coronavirus 

environment.  A deliberate effort was made to address the impact of the 

disruption by the coronavirus to the families. We were forced to put our planned 

programs on hold and shift our services to focus on the mental and emotional 

health concerns experienced by our church membership and the community.  

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to report that the move from face to face to the 

virtual platform, afforded us the rear opportunity to reach a greater cross section 

of worshipers attending our programs.  Those persons joining us were from 

communities in the East Caribbean Conference, the region and beyond. Our 

initiatives were practical, therapeutic, theoretical, and fitted to meet the 

psychological needs that were more immediate to families.   

During this quadrennium the theme, “Embracing Transformation, Growth and 

Partnership” adopted by the entire constituency of the East Caribbean 

Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, was at the forefront of all programs and 

presentations.  

To stay true to the theme, the Family Life Director prepared and presented a 

series of presentations entitled “Love Stories.”  They were designed to remind 

families and individuals of the changing power of love in the home and the need 

to return to the biblical meaning of what God means when he speaks of “love”.   

Additionally, the series were crafted to make connections between God’s love 

for mankind and the love of a husband and wife for each other as well as parents 

and children.  It is still biblically prudent for residents of households to continue 

to believe that God’s love transforms families and individuals into the image of 

God.  
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There is so much brokenness and lack of hope plaguing some of our families 

that it has become imperative that a reminder of how important Jesus is to them 

be constantly repeated. Activities such as encouraging family traditions, 

teaching parent skills, fostering of good and effective communication amongst 

husbands and wives, were taught to be continuous and never be an occasional 

behaviour.   

As families establish and follow traditions, each home is strengthened and the 

family as a whole grows in unity and love. The ‘love series’ sought to remind 

them of doing family God’s way.   By following the rules as laid out for good 

family living in the word of God, rather than seeing relationships through their 

own personal life experiences, transformation through Jesus can be their reality.  

It may be safe to argue that most families are doing their best to live the 

transformed life, however, this does not negate the struggles they face to stay 

connected to the source, i.e. our Saviour. They are others though, who daily face 

issues that threaten the wellbeing of their families. Husbands and wives, single 

parenting homes and the church in general, need to have a good strong sense of 

Christian family values and approaches, so that their growth with each other, 

and with God remains consistent.   

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 

The Family Life Department has in its educational arsenal, tools that are 

available to assist families in their development.  They are Christian movies, 

fiction and nonfiction, with relevant messages for good growth. We have books, 

fliers, magazines, powerful sermons and presentations prepared by qualified 
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family counsellors that can offer help to struggling families and enrich those 

that are already strong.  

Our very own Family Life Directors, Willie and Elaine Oliver, directors of the 

Department of Family Ministries for the General Conference of the Seventh-day 

Adventist World Church have numerous family life resources available online 

and via print. 

These Family Life educational tools are there to equip and empower family 

members to develop knowledge and skills that can enhance well-being and 

strengthen interpersonal relationships.  These tools cover areas such as 

communication, conflict resolution, money management and many more 

resources. 

SINGLES  

Singles in the church face questions they prefer not to answer.  For example, 

“How come a nice person like you is not married?” A question they can find to 

be awkward. However, there is more to singleness than marriage.   

The Family Life Department values singles and sees them as a blessing.  We 

have attempted over the years to find avenues to explore and explain their worth 

as singles.  We have taught singles how to develop a good sense of self and 

well-being, to maintain healthy relationships, pursue their passions, and have a 

strong faith in Christ. 

In Dominica, Elder Franklin and Mrs. Magloire have a special passion for 

singles.  They were very successful in developing a strong singles ministry.  
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Some of those activities included an annual singles camp among other 

programs.  In Barbados, Sis Debbie Bovell also had a unique desire towards 

developing the singles.  This later mushroomed into a newly formed Barbados 

Adventists Singles Network (BASN) to see singles progress.  

Please see below the vision, purpose and objectives of BASN: 

VISION: The vision for the Singles Ministry in the East Caribbean Conference 

is to have a group of believers who are totally committed to God and committed 

to forging positive relationships with other singles in a manner that brings glory 

to Him. 

PURPOSE: The Singles Ministry is a ministry dedicated to the development of 

maturity, character, integrity, and stability in the lives of single individuals 

through relationships with God and others. It is not a dating service; however, it 

provides a forum for fostering the building of wholesome relationships  

OBJECTIVES:  

● Create a sense of belonging/acceptance  

● Reach out to unconnected single adults within the community  

● Discover God's purpose for the individual’s life and actively, passionately 

pursue His calling  

● Establish and promote an information resource/sharing network of like-

minded singles 

● Provide a social link for singles to gather in fellowship 
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● Enjoy activities that help singles to better understand being a single 

Christian, and to join with others in social settings that meet their needs 

● Help single adults become integrated into the church ministry and family, 

help members of the church family see single adults as family members, 

and provide a forum to address the struggles that single Christians 

experience inside and outside the church 

● Encourage all single adults to discover God’s purpose for their life as 

whole individuals through their personal relationship with Jesus Christ 

● Empower single adults by providing opportunities for them to serve God 

through leadership 

The following are some of the most recent activities of the Singles Club:   
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 PSYCHOTHERAPY/COUNSELING 

 

Mr. Chairman, the Family Life Department of the East Caribbean Conference 

(ECC) has seen growth in the number of persons seeking emotional and 

psychological help.  We did observe an increase in mental health problems as a 

result of persons living in the new COVID-19 environment.  Since the use of 

the online learning platform, it was far more convenient for prospective clients 

to connect with ECC’s Psychotherapist. 

Most of the new clients who reached out to my office did so because they 

believe there is a faith factor tied to their problems. Members and community 
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persons turned to religious leaders for support in finding solutions in areas of 

faith, and issues related to mental and emotional health.   

I can say with confidence that a great number of persons with mental and 

emotional issues were helped.  They greater number of these persons were 

experiencing anxiety and depression.  Persons helped were not limited to East 

Caribbean Conference but across the region and a few outside of the region.  

EVANGELISM 

Every Department has a responsibility to evangelise. Families need to be 

reached for Christ. As families embrace the gospel, they in turn share it with 

their friends and communities. Each quadrennium the Family Life Department 

held an evangelistic campaign reaching out to homes broken through abuse, 

parental problems, financial problems, infidelity, and other spiritual issues.   

With homes experiencing such fractions and disruptions, it is difficult for them 

to improve family relationships without Christ as the centre. The nightly 

evangelistic messages challenged them to first respond to the healing touch of 

God’s grace in their own personal life and then into the family circle. 

During the months of October and November 2018, the Director held a crusade 

with the Silver Hill and Cane Vale Churches in Kendal Hill in Christ Church, 

on the Land owned by the Silver Hill Church. The theme of the evangelistic 

program was “Redemption of the Family.”  The presentations focused on 

teaching from the Bible specific to family living.  Fourteen souls were baptised. 

To God be the glory. There was good participation from the two churches, 

however, nightly visitor attendance was low.   
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Pastor R. Selman Family Life Director preaching during the Redemption of the Family Evangelistic 

Crusade. 
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Donations to Fire Victims – November 3, 2018 

During the crusade, two of the families in the Silver Hill community lost their 

homes through fire.  Everything was destroyed.  Working in collaboration with 

Pastor Dayle Haynes, the Community Services Director, we were able to make 

a significant financial contribution towards helping the main bread-winners of 

the homes in the replacement of their tools. Additionally, the members of the 

Silver Hill and Cane Vale Churches donated barrels of food-stuff and also made 

contributions of clothing to both families.  

On November 3, 2018 while the crusade was still ongoing a special service for 

members of the Blind community was held, in which contributions were again 

made to the organisation. Senator Kerry-Ann F. Ifill who is also visually 

impaired, was present and brought greetings to the churches and the visitors on 

behalf of the Organisations.  

Pastor R. Selman Family Life Director presenting during “Redemption of the Family” 

Crusade.  

 

Also, during the crusade we also facilitated an 

outreach ministry to the Barbados Council for the 

Disabled to host their annual Church event. 

President of the Barbados Council for the 

Disabled, Ms. Kerry-ann Ifill offered thanks to 

the members and leadership of the Silver Hill for 

accommodating their program. 
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Candidates being taken to the water for baptism during 

Evangelistic program while others pondered  

SPECIAL FAMILY LIFE PROJECTS  

Some churches over the period had special 

family related projects, promoting growth 

and transformation. They were short, but 

gave deep and practical ways in helping to 

make improvements to the relational 

experiences in the home and the church. The Ebenezer Church is one of the 

churches which participated.   

Over a period of months they were able to highlight the significance of the 

commandments and obedience to them with good Christian family living. The 

below program was held on October 6, 2018 on the 7th commandment, “Thou 

shall not commit adultery.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 6, 2018, presentation of the biblical perspective on Adultery at the Ebenezer Church.  
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Following are some other special family projects:  

● Ephesus SDA, Panel discussion on Domestic violence - September 29, 

2018,  

● Government Hill SDA, Naked and Not Ashamed: Achieving Marital 

Intimacy - November 24, 2018 

● Grazettes SDA,  “We’ve Grown Apart: How can we Reconnect” - 

December 1, 2018 

 

FAMILY LIFE DAYS  

Family days in our churches are generally very educational and intentional.   

Since time is limited for each day’s program, plans are made to disseminate as 

much information as possible, in the available period.   

For some congregations ministering to the needs of families were at different 

times outside of Conference scheduled times and dates.  The custom is for some 

congregations to have presentations on weekends only, and for others entire 

Sabbaths are dedicated to focusing on the family.  



 
 

 
Pastor Ricardo Selman, MS, MFT  13 
Family Life Director 
East Caribbean Conference   

 

 

East Point Family Life day during Family Life week of February 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Point Family life theme was day during family Life week of February 2019. 
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The Family Life Department (FLD) held programs at The Bible Way Church on 

July 13, 14, 2018.  This was a very interactive day.  Two presentations were 

made in the morning and one in the evening followed by a question and answer 

period.   

 

All day Family Life program at Boscobel SDA, November 2019. 

Silver Hill Church, held its Family Life program on February 26 and 29, 2020. * 

 

FAMILY LIFE WEEKS 

Pastor Mike Tucker, Speaker Emeritus of Faith for Today Television, and host 

of the award-winning television program, Lifestyle Magazine and his new wife, 

Pam presented on February 17, 2018 at the February Singles Seminar at Old 

Bury.  His wife Pam blessed us with a melodious solo during the service.  
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Pastor Tucker conducted a Couple Seminar - Ten Keys to a Happy Marriage on 

Sabbath, February 17, 2018 at Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Conference Centre and 

on Sunday, February 18, 2018, presented to the singles at Old Bury Auditorium. 

Both programs were well supported by the church membership and community.   

 

These programs were planned in collaboration with Esther Isadore, Manager of 

Inter-American Division Publishing Association (IADPA) Barbados and the 

Family Life Department of the East Caribbean Conference.  

Family Week presentations are structured specifically to address the needs of 

families. It is a time to refresh or tune home relationships, examine the progress 

made and make both spiritual and relational changes. Additionally, they help to 

foster good relationships among the church families.   
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Church members are given an opportunity to ask questions on topics relevant to 

their personal and family lives. Parents are able to get a glimpse of what it 

means to nurture children according to Biblical principles, and are encouraged 

to model such values within their families.  

During the last quadrennium we have seen an increase in the number of 

churches across the East Caribbean Conference holding their annual family life 

weeks.  The Family Life Director was privileged to be invited to present on a 

variety of important family-related topics which received positive reviews.  In 

addition, there were district pastors who reported that they made presentations 

or engaged their churches with discussions, seminars, and other familial 

activities. Such pastors include Pastor D. Lindo, Pastor J. Blackman, Pastor A. 

Lucas, Pastor D. Haynes, Pastor S. Butcher, Pastor Hinds, Pastor H. Greaves, 

and Pastor J. James.  
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During these very critical times the Family Life Director was in Eggleston and 

Portsmouth Dominica presenting nightly, and counselling with couples and 

individuals during the day.   

During April 7-14, 2018 in South District, members were furnished with 

alternative Bible and Spirit of Prophecy based approaches to parenting. Couples 

were challenged to examine their communication and conflict resolution skills 

in relating to family members and others. They were also reminded on how to 

address intimacy needs in their marriage. Comments from members indicated 

that many of their questions were well answered. 

Welchman Hall Church 
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One of the major projects on the Island of Dominica, took place at the Bourne 

SDA Church  after the devastation caused by Hurricane Maria.  The leadership 

planned and implemented nightly presentations to help the church and 

community cope and heal from the pain of loss.   

The project was entitled “Mental and Emotional Recovery” and took place on 

April 15-21, 2018.  Following the destruction of areas in Dominica, many 

children and families were displaced physically and emotionally.  

Even though children are generally resilient, adults fearing for self and children 

reached out for help. To assist the church and community, leadership requested 

a weeklong program on how families could move on and get back on track.  The 

objective of the program was to assist in overcoming Post Traumatic Stress 

Disorder (PTSD). The program was held in the community.  
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The Hillaby SDA Church held a program on April 22-28, 2018, under the 

theme, Transforming Families for Eternity. Parents were taught skills on how to 

parent teenage children. Additionally, couples were challenged to recommit to 

their marriage as an example for their children. Singles were encouraged to 

enjoy singleness and the freedom that it offers.  

Chance Hall SDA Church held their family emphasis week from August 11-18, 

2018. The focus for the week was on identifying ways of improving home life 

through good communication and conflict resolution skills. The leadership 

hoped to enhance relationships within families through as they learnt new skills 

in ways to relate to other family members.  There was a high level of 

participation at each service as members asked questions and received answers.   

 

Chance Hall Seventh-day Adventist Church August 2018, during Adventist Youth (AY) service 
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The Penville SDA Church in Dominica held their family emphasis week during 

the period January 13-19, 2019, under the theme “Love Songs.”  The support 

for this program was excellent.  A cross section of the Church was present, and 

feedback suggests that the information received was a blessing as it met the 

needs of the members.   

The St Joseph SDA Church scheduled their Family Life week from October 13-

19, 2019. The Theme was “In His Family.”   

This week was well organised with good attendance night after night and 

packed on Sabbaths. The overall atmosphere at each service was one of 

worship. It was well attended and executed under the leadership of Pastor M. 

Morancie. Question and answer times were periods of great disclosure.  

Counselling sessions were by appointments during the day. Issues of parenting, 

church relationships, and couple’s relationships were all presented during the 

week. 
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Photos of Family Life Week at Joseph SDA Church, Dominica 

The Good News (GN) SDA Church is known for its high spiritually enriching 

programming. The Family Life program of February 2020, was praise-worthy. 

The theme for the week was “Praise the Lord.” The entire program was an 

atmosphere of worship and praise to God.    
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The above are photos from the Divine worship, February 2020. 

Pastor Dolston Morian, Family Life Director of the St. Lucia Mission, 

conducted a Singles and Couples seminar, in Barbados, February 10-11, 2018. 

The Singles Seminar was held at Solidarity House, and Couples Seminar at 

Accra Beach Hotel. The report received from both seminars registered great 

participation and wonderful blessings.   

Roseau SDA Church, held a family life week from June 30 –July 6, 2019.  The 

theme for the week was “Love Songs” with presentations from Songs of 

Solomon.  The attendance was good each night, as topics presented were 

intended to encourage families to demonstrate love in their homes and be role 

models for their children.   During the day, appointments for private sessions 

were arranged for those who needed it.  
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Presenting during nightly service at the Roseau family life week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service during Roseau Family Life week. 
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CONVENTIONS 

Conventions or Convocations are special worship experiences in the life of the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church. It is the time when the church celebrates and 

praise God together in a corporate way in one location, and for members to feel 

motivated as the church engages in mass worship.  

During the period under review 2017 to 2020, the theme for the FLD was, “As 

for Me and My House” taken from Joshua 24:15.  With the exception of Camp-

Meeting Convention, speakers were encouraged to keep the theme as a central 

focus as they prepared and presented. The FLD held three (3) family life 

conventions during this period.  

April 17, 2019 camp-meeting with a family focus, under the “Transformed 

Families: Better Communities” with Pastor Mike Tucker, speaker for Faith for 

Today in the United States of America. This was an initiative of the President, 

Danforth Francis.  

Pastor Brian Carter, January 18, 2020, for annual convention, with the theme, 

“As for Me And My House” which was to be the launching of the celebration of 

100 years of family ministry in the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  A special 

Logo was designed for this celebration, and a number of activities were 

scheduled for the spiritual and social development of our families. However, 

due to the Pandemic they had to be cancelled.  
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Pastor B. Carter presenting at the Convention in Barbados January 18, 2020. 
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Mrs. Mathurine Emmanuel of St Lucia, the manager of a senior citizen home 

and owner of a Film producing company, was the speaker at the November 9, 

2019 Convention under the theme “As for Me and My House. ”  Mrs. 

Emmanuel was able to inspire the listeners with her presentations on hope for 

the families and her energetic approach to presenting the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

Mrs Emmanuel making a point during the Convention. 
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Mrs Emmanuel conducting a demonstration during the AY Session with the President Francis 

and Sis Francis and the youth. 

TRANSITION FROM PHYSICAL TO VIRTUAL  

As the Pandemic widened and worsened across the World, it became apparent 

that Barbados was not going to be excluded.  Hence, early in March as the 

Government foresaw the impending danger, we went on lockdown and churches 

moved quickly to the Zoom platform to have services.   

With the unpredictability of what the future would be like, and to protect the 

public’s health the Government introduced protocols to protect its citizens. 

Churches therefore had to adhered to the protocols and all in-person worship 

services and programming were switched to an online platform.  

The Family Life Department took up the challenge and began exploring new 

avenues to reach families with relevant information.  This approach was 
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initiated with tips sent out weekly during the lockdown, and later panel 

discussions intended to educate on how to maintain good mental health in 

families and communities. 

FOUR (4) TIPS FOR MANAGING MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL 

HEALTH DURING COVID-19 

 

Tip 1 – Loneliness     Tip 2 - Helplessness 
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Tip 3 – Worry 
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Tip 4 – Fear – Part 1  

 

 

Program was very well attended with over 500 participants on the zoom link. 

This program covered a wide cross section of issues relating to COVID-19.  
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Dr Joy Sue, psychiatrist, 

addressed the audience on the 

impact being made on the 

family from the virus.   Based 

on her vantage point and wide 

knowledge, she explained the 

stressors related to job losses 

and a lack of normal everyday 

amenities. She also spoke of 

parents’ concerns which 

centred on the physical health 

of their children and protecting 

them from the virus, as well as 

their emotional and mental 

health.  

This program was tailor-made for couples 

and packaged to not only identify the 

problems but to offer solutions and coping 

skills during the lockdown and beyond. 

Pastor Lee and his wife in their unique style 

of presenting, were able to successfully 

generate conversations even beyond the 

program. The Lees are deep and rich in their 
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knowledge from working with couples for many years.   

 

The objective of this 

program was to explore the 

effect of risk factors 

associated with the COVID-

19 on parents and children 

and the entire family’s well-

being. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 

and lockdown brought about 

a sense of fear, anxiety, and 

depression. The effects of 

the virus will no doubt be 

long term and short term on 

the mental health of persons 

in general. The cross section of the panel was designed to look at all areas of 

family life.   

The panel consisted of a grief specialist, child psychology specialist and a 

psychiatrist who sought to address how all sectors of the family’s mental and 

emotional health can be managed effectively during this COVID-19 

environment. The panel was able to offer valuable information on what 

strategies families can employ to maintain good mental and emotional health in 

stressful situations. 
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Family Togetherness Week September 6 – 12, 2020, under the theme, 

REVEALED… The True Nature of Our Families. 

September 6, 2020, Family night, Dr. Dolston Morian, St. Lucia Mission  

September 9, 2020, Men’s night, Pastor Howard Simon, South Leeward 

Conference 

September 12, 2020, Couples, Mr. Derrick & Mrs. Sonja McCollum, Marriage 

Menders, USA 

The objective of this 

program was to expose 

and uncover the truth 

about families. The 

assumption here is that 

families who show 

increasing signs of 

violence, conflict, 

parental and other 

escalated family problems during lockdown, were experiencing problems before 

COVID-19.  However, the forced close proximity to each other exposed the true 

nature of the relationship.   

Each presenter/presenters, shared their expertise and passion for helping 

families heal.  In the case of the McCollums’, they exposed the truth from 

different perspectives. The viewers were well informed and challenged to 

examine their own relationships.   
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Family Life Presentation on November 15, 2020 
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FAMILY LIFE PROGRAM CHALLENGES DUE COVID-19 

The highly transmissible coronavirus disease largely impacted the global 

community with closures to business, schools and churches with a significant 

strain on the health care facilities.  The East Caribbean Conference was not 

spared and the COVID-19 pandemic caused a paralyzed effect on our church 

programs.  The Family Life Department had to re-group and place our emphasis 

on the immediate psychological needs of our church families and communities 

at large.  While our purpose is to strengthen families and prepare them for 

God’s vineyard, we had to re-focus and to teach them to bound-back better and 

stronger in these trying times and to cope during these difficult times.      

The Family Life Team worked assiduously, expending lots of time and 

spending money to host an event during which sharing gifts and honouring 

those who have worked hard to maintain good family life was to be a feature. 

Family Ministries had several programs planned prior to the COVID-19 

Pandemic to uphold the Mantra, Embracing Transformation, Through Growth 

and Development. However, due to the mandated Government the COVID-19 

lock-down, the programs were cancelled.  

Please see below some of the innovative family life programs planned to be 

executed during 2020 – 2021: 

1) The Family Life Department had hoped to carry a singles program to 

Dominica during September of 2020.  I am convinced the support there 

would have been overwhelming due to my experiences over the past 

years have indicated.    
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2) Couples Cocktail Celebration  

3) Special Tokens of appreciation were to be given to attendees. They were: 

a. A Certificate of Marriage signed off by the Family Life Director 

was to be given to each couple 

b. Photo Magnets  

c. Special bottle of non-alcoholic wine 

d. Gifts for the longest married couple 

e. Gifts for the newly weds 

f. Gift certificates 

g. Marital enrichment gifts 

4) Similar Couples Cocktail Celebration in Dominica 

 

Promotional Flyer for the Couples 

Cocktail Celebration – April 5, 2020 
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Cancellation Flyer of the Couples Cocktail Celebration – April 5, 2020 
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Certificate of Marriage for the Couples Cocktail Celebration, signed off by                                 

the Family Life Director, Pas Ricardo Selman for Bro David & Sis Salene 

Bushell 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Pastor Ricardo Selman, MS, MFT  39 
Family Life Director 
East Caribbean Conference   

 

COMMENDATIONS 

Mr Chairman, God has been good to us and much better than we deserve, so I 

praise more than words can express. I have seen families changed over the 

years. Some have had to work hard and consistently.  It is only by God’s grace 

that they have worked through their problems.  Some of course had it much 

easier, and we thank God for His power in their lives as well. God has been 

good to us, his mercies endures forever. 

Thanks to my wife, Esther, she is a special gift to me, a true friend and 

confidant.  

To Mrs. Cheryl Brown-Mings, thanks so very much for your hard and 

consistent dedicated work in the cause of God.  Your commitment speaks 

volumes and you were an asset to the Family Life Department.  

To Mrs. Kay Jordan, Secretary/Assistant, great communicator, dependable.  She 

thinks ahead, shares ideas, excellent go-between with my clients, keeps me 

updated on ‘all things’ family. She is a special lady. Words are not enough.  

To Mrs. Leandra Greenidge, my most recent Secretary, thanks very much for 

your thoughtfulness. We did not get the opportunity to really work together due 

to the current COVID-19 environment but I thank you nevertheless.  

Mrs. Laurena Wilson-Jacob. Thanks. Almost from the beginning of my thirteen 

years as Director you have worked with me on every project and never got 

weary. Your ideas and support will never be forgotten.    

Over the past years I have had the pleasure to work with a special group of 

persons I call the the Family Life Team, Mrs. Laurena-Wilson-Jacob, Cheryl 
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Brown-Mings, Elder David and Sister Salene Bushell, and Bro. and Sister 

Rudder. You have been great. Words are not enough. 

To the Administration, I say thanks. You supported the Department well. Much 

appreciated.  

And to all those who assisted in any way to help the Department succeed, may 

God bless you and your families in a special way. Every East Caribbean 

Conference member-thanks 

 

CONCLUSION 

Mr. Chairman, this comprehensive report has outlined the family life programs, 

services, challenges, successes and innovative events planned and implemented 

over the past quadrennium 2017 - 2021. As will be expected, the decision to 

make changes are left to each individual and family. The educational 

information both theoretical and practical shared by different and varied 

presenters and professional will require commitment from all and by the grace 

of God will see homes transformed to an environment of peace, and hence, 

better places to live.  

Hopefully, the panel discussions, seminars, family life weeks and days, 

conventions, special days and crusades will prompt future leaders to explore 

more aggressive and creative approaches to family life projects. Likewise, it is 

hoped that this report will stimulate others to identify gaps over-looked by past 

leaders, by giving critical and prayerful analysis and offer constructive 

approaches to reaching families. It is still true that strong families are the 
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substance on which strong communities are built. Yes, the family is still the 

most important unit in society, and no effort should be spared by the Seventh-

day Adventist Church to provide educational and counselling services to 

facilitate them. Families will continue to experience struggles and conflicts, but 

it is also true they can find harmony by trusting in God.  

Mr Chairman I leave you with this most powerful and profound quote:  

The Secret of Family Unity—The cause of division and discord in families 

and in the church is separation from Christ. To come near to Christ is to 

come near to one another. The secret of true unity in the church and in the 

family is not diplomacy, not management, not a superhuman effort to 

overcome difficulties—though there will be much of this to do—but union 

with Christ.  Adventist Home p.179 

God bless. 

 

 

 


